CP Earth Science 9

Rock Identification Lab

PURPOSE:  Use a dichotomous key to identify various rocks

MATERIALS:

12 numbered rock samples

dichotomous key for common rock types

PROCEDURE:

 LISTNUM \l 1 
Copy the data table below on a sheet of paper.

 LISTNUM \l 1 
Take your lab paper and data sheet to each of the twelve stations in the room.  Only examine a sample when it is your group’s turn for that sample.
 LISTNUM \l 1 
At each station follow the instructions on the other side of this sheet to identify the rock type, igneous, metamorphic, or sedimentary, and record that on the DATA table.

 LISTNUM \l 1 
Repeat the procedure for the remaining 11 samples.

DATA:

	Sample
	Rock Type

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	

	8
	

	9
	

	10
	

	11
	

	12
	


Directions:

1. Read statements and decide which of the two statements best fit your rock sample (example: “rock has crystals” or “rock has no crystals”).

2. Follow the direction to the right of the statement you've selected.

3. Always read both statements before you move on.  Never skip any instruction and always start at the first statements on the left.

