Chemistry R110 







     Fall Semester, 2009

Oxnard College                                           


                Instructor:  Qin Zhou

COURSE: CHEM R110-77095 (Elementary Chemistry)

PREREQUISITES: Math R011 and High school algebra, or math R014

SEMESTER:  Fall, 2009

OFFICE HOUR: T, TH  10:40 am-11:00 am (or by appointment)

E-MAIL: qinz1014@hotmail.com

CLASS MEETINGS:
Lecture:  Tu & Th 11:00 am-12:50 pm     
Room: LS-1    
Lab: 

Th 1:00 pm-3:50pm

Room: LA-1

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Chemistry R110 is a 5 unit course in elementary chemistry.  The course includes 4 hours of lecture and one 3 hour laboratory session per week.  A math assessment will be given during the first lecture meeting to determine whether or not each student has the math knowledge necessary to be successful in Chemistry R110.  This will not be used as a criterion for staying in the course.  However, it is strongly advised that you pass this exam in order to continue in Chemistry R110.

Chemistry R110 is a beginning course in general inorganic chemistry.  The course is designed primarily for students who have not had any previous chemistry training.  A minimum grade of "C" in this course, or its equivalent is necessary in order to enroll in Chemistry R120 and it is a prerequisite course for the Dental Hygiene Program at Oxnard College.

Required Texts - 
Lecture:  FOUNDATIONS OF COLLEGE CHEMISTRY, 

12th Edition (3 hole punch),   Hein and Arena

       

                            
Lab:  CHEMISTRY R110 LABORATORY PACKET – sold at the bookstore. 

Required Materials – BASIC SCIENTIFIC CALCULATOR is a MUST! 

NOTE:  No graphing or programmable calculators are permitted during quizzes or exams.  If you do not have a cheap scientific calculator that is not programmable, then borrow one or buy one.  They are not very expensive.  Target has some for about $10.  The college bookstore also sells them.  Calculators must be checked by me before they can be used on exams or quizzes.

 
Safety goggles - (available in the bookstore or at any hardware store for cheaper)  It is the policy of the chemistry department at Oxnard College that all students wear full goggles and not just safety glasses.  If you do not have goggles the first day of lab that goggles are necessary, you may not work in the laboratory.  Be sure to have goggles purchased before coming to lab the first day they are necessary. We do not have goggles for you to borrow.  If you wear eye glasses, these are not a substitute for goggles.  Full goggles must be worn over your eyeglasses. 

Extra Help -  Tutors may be available in the LRC, upstairs above the library.  Please do not hesitate to leave me with an email message with any questions you have. 

Accomadation - Students with disabilities needing accommodation should make requests to Oxnard College Educational Assistance Center (EAC), SSC Building Room, Suite #105 (805 986-5830). All requests for accommodations require appropriate advance notice to avoid a delay in service. Please discuss accommodations with the instructor 

Attendance and Withdrawal Policy  - Attendance will be taken during each class period. Regular attendance is absolutely mandatory  in order to pass the course.  A student will be dropped from the course if  four absences are accumulated in the lecture and two absences are accumulated in the lab. You will be given 30 attendance points at the beginning of the semester.  One absence is free.  After that, 10 points will be deducted for each absence in the lecture or in the lab. A student who is late for class or who leaves early from class may be marked absent and lose attendance points.  Be aware that your absences will be recorded and you will be dropped from the course for excessive absences. If students wish to drop the course, the drop must be initiated before NOV 20 in order to receive a "W" in the course.  No drops may be initiated after NOV 20 and a grade (A, B, C, D, or F) must be assigned.  A grade of  Incomplete may be assigned only upon verification of extenuating circumstances, and only if the student is passing the course up until the final exam. A formal, written request for this grade must be completed by the instructor.

English Language -  English must be understood well enough to function safely in the laboratory.  A safety lecture will be given and a safety test must be passed to continue in the course.  All students must pass the safety test in order to continue in Chemistry R110.

Course Work and Grading Policy - One grade will be assigned for Chemistry R110.  The grade will include both lecture work and laboratory work.  Grades will be assigned on the basis of an overall percentage of total points earned in both the lecture and laboratory. If you fail either the lecture portion or the lab portion of the course the highest grade you can earn in the course is a "D".  The course is broken down as follows:

LECTURE –  Come to class having read the reading assignments and performed the homework.

Homework:  Homework assignments will be given for each chapter but not collected. 
 
    Homework assignments will be the basis for quizzes.  

Quizzes: Quizzes will be given regularly over homework assignments.  Quizzes will be      given promptly at the beginning of the period and there will be no make-up quizzes.  If you arrive  late to class you will not be given extra time to complete the quiz.  The lowest quiz score will be dropped in the final evaluation of your grade. The first quiz will be for you to introduce yourself to me by answering a survey I had set up in my website during the first two weeks of the semester: http://chemgenie.awardspace.us/communication/FistWeekSurvey-R110.html   Make sure you click on the “submit” button after you fill up the survey, before you leave that website.
Exams:  There will be 4 exams during the semester.  The lowest exam score will be 
 
 dropped.  There will no make-up exams.  If you miss an exam, that will be the exam dropped. You must also bring your own charged calculator with you for each quiz and exam.  Under no 
    circumstance may you borrow a calculator from another student during quizzes or exams and


under no circumstance may you use a programmable calculator during an exam or quiz.


Students caught using programmed information from a calculator during a quiz or exam


will be given a zero for that quiz or exam.  Students caught a second time using programmed

   
information from a calculator during a quiz or exam will be given a grade of  "F" for the

course.  Cell phones must be put away and turned off during exams.  Make sure you go to the restroom ahead of an exam, since you are not allowed to use the rest room during an exam.

           Final Exam: A comprehensive final exam will be given worth 200 points.  All exams,

    
Including the final, will consist of part multiple choice and part written.
 
 

The point break down in lecture will be as follows:

                         Lecture quizzes 10 points each                                                

  

       (unknown number factored to)


200 points         



    Attendance                                                             
  30 points

                   
    Exams             
3 @ 150 each        


450 points
                         Final Exam           1 @ 200 points                            
200 points

                    ______________________________________________________

                         Lecture Total                      



880 points

LABORATORY – Your laboratory instructor will give you information regarding the laboratory portion of  this course. The schedule of laboratory experiments has been distributed to you during the lecture. The laboratory grade will be determined from laboratory experiments (50%), two laboratory exams (40%) and a practical assessment (10%). The lab grade will account for 25% of the overall grade of R110.

Safety:  You must at all times follow the safety rules of the laboratory.  Failure to do so will 
  result in your being removed from the course.  A safety exam must be passed in order to continue in Chemistry R110. 

Locker Check-out:   Whether or not you complete the course you must check out of your 
  locker before the end of the semester.   Failure to do so will result  in a $15.00 fine charged to 


you.  If you drop the course you must still check out of your locker some time before the end of the semester.  Our lockers work on a key system.  If you lose a locker key, you will be charged $10.00 for replacement. 

Final Grade – In determining the final course grade, all of the points you have earned in the lecture will be totaled and all the points you have earned in the lab will be totaled.  The percentage of the total points you have earned in the lecture and also in the lab will be determined.  The lecture percentage will be adjusted to reflect 75% of the total grade and the lab percentage will be adjusted to reflect 25% of the total grade.  The adjusted percentages from the lecture and lab will be added together.  A letter grade will be assigned based on the total percentage as follows:



A - 85% and above;  B 75-84%;  C 60-74%;  D 50-59%;  F  below 50%

I DO NOT CURVE THE GRADE. For any type of re-grading, you must bring the material back to the instructor within two weeks after they are handed back in the class. 

Final Notes:  ACADEMIC DISHONESTY  OF ANY KIND WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN THIS COURSE.   This includes both lecture and lab. Academic dishonestry includes copying from someone else's paper during a quiz or exam or using a programmable or graphing calculator during a quiz or an exam. It also includes copying from someone else’s lab paper word for word and handing it  in as your own work.   In addition, it includes using lab papers from previous semesters and copying from those lab papers either before lab or during lab.  If anyone is caught cheating in either the lecture or the lab it could result in an “F” for the course. You are all expected to maintain academic honesty during this course.

CELLULAR PHONES AND BEEPERS – Please keep all cellular phones and beepers turned off during lecture and lab (Exception: parents place on vibrate).  They are disruptive and a distraction.  Students failing to adhere to this may be asked to leave the classroom.

